


Parks Committee Minutes
Date:	Thursday, March 26, 2026
Time:	10:30 am
Jefferson County Courthouse 
311 South Center Ave., Room C1021
Jefferson, WI 53549
[bookmark: _Hlk57727672]Microsoft Teams Video Conference
Meeting ID: 292 364 501 969 8 
Passcode: s92Ly7Bu 


1. Call to Order
Christensen called the meeting to order at 10:30 AM.

2. Roll Call (establish a quorum)
Members Present: Callan, Christensen, Gulig, Turville-Heitz, Richardson (remote)
Members Absent: 
Staff Present: Wiesmann, Truman, Nitka, Klement, Toro, Thompson, Roecker
Others: James (Watertown Daily Times) (Remote)

3. Certification of Compliance with the Open Meetings Law
Thompson confirmed compliance

4. Approval of the Agenda
Approved as written

5. [bookmark: _Hlk112760815]Approval of Parks Committee Minutes for February 26, 2026
Gulig/Turville-Heitz motion to approve. Motion passes 5/0.

6. Communications
Wiesmann/Klement shared photos from prescribed burns, repairs to the Interurban Bridge, and siding on the Mason Log Cabin.

7. Public Comment (Members of the public who wish to address the Committee on specific agenda items must register their request at this time)
N/A

8. Discussion and Possible Action on Resolution Authorizing application for a Recreation Boating Facilities Grant at Marsh Lake Public Access
Breaking ground for parking lot install in a few weeks. Walkway to a pier and canoe/kayak structure. Anticipated revenue of 10k, and applying for grant to fill funding gap @ 50%.
Turville-Heitz questioned funding programs through the Natural Resources Foundation.
Gulig-Turville Heitz motion to authorize grant applications through the WIDNR for a canoe/kayak launch at Marsh Lake Public Access. Motion passes 5/0.

9. Update on Jefferson County Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan
Wiesmann – Snyder Associates (consultant) held an open house last week at UW-Extension. There were approximately 25-30 participants. Planning team meets again next week Wednesday. Second public meeting is scheduled, re: Draft Plan Open House - presentation of the draft plan (June). Public on-line participation is encouraged until the meeting in June, 2026.

10. Discussion on Parks 2026 Budget
Wiesmann noted that all Cap Equip has been ordered, Cap Projects are in the planning stages including the Bike Ped Plan update. RFP for Kanow canoe/kayak project will be published next week. Mobilization of crew on Interurban Trail scheduled this week/next week weather dependent. 
No action taken.

11. Field Staff Updates
Klement:
· Marsh Lake Access – team is removing willow trees for parking lot expansion
· Prescribed Burns
· Carnes
· Welcome Travelers
· Korth Park
· Carnes East – Cabin siding complete – new possible windows
· Interurban Bridge Decking repairs
· Completed with Hiring seasonal staff 
· Upcoming Waste Management Clean Sweep 
Toro:
· Completed invasive species removal 
· Dorothy Carnes 40 acres
· Carlin Weld 3 acres
· Korth Park 10 acres
· Tree - Marsh Lake, Garmin, Indian Mounds, & Lower Rock Lake
· Carnes East- Osprey Nest installation
· Crawfish & Carnes – burn brush piles
· Tree order placed for spring planting – 30+, including trees at Fair Park
· Friends of Korth Park - $1200 towards interpretative signage, and a Blue Bird House(revamp) Project – including installation of Lake Mills middle school student-built houses.
No action taken.

12. Administrative Staff Updates
· Grant season
· Kanow – relocate to Wayside
· Marsh Lake – submit application(s)
· Reimbursement Request(s)
· TAP - Interurban
· Stewardship – Interurban
· Conservation Aids – Carlin Weld
· Quirk Foundation – Bike/Ped Counter Interurban Trail
· Coordinate installation of memorial donation items
· Miller Bench @ Dog Park
· Foster Bench @ Dog Park
· Prairie Sign @ Korth Park
· Kiosk @ Glacial River Trail
· Update Park Brochures
· MUNIS Support
· Field Sheet Entry Error
No action taken.

13. Historic Sites Council Update
Truman noted that Nitka has been working on data entry for the web map. 
No other Council updates.
No action taken.

14. Discussion on Agenda Items for the Next Meeting
· BHI Shoreland Restoration

15. [bookmark: _Hlk110341925][bookmark: _Hlk160519828]Next Scheduled Meetings per the 2026 Proposed Meeting Schedule (4th Thursday, Monthly)
· April 23, 2026
· May 28, 2026
· May 28, 2026 (Brew With a View in the evening)
· June 25, 2026

16. Adjourn
Gulig/Turville-Heitz motion to adjourn 11:03 am. Motion passes 5/0.


Respectfully Submitted,

Mary S. Truman, Adv. Program Assistant




